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Whitby  Urban  District 


REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1938 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
M.  Dale  Wood,  M.D. 

AND  OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

O.  E,  Graham,  m.s.i.a„  M.instp.c. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  submitting-  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  of 
Whitby  for  the  year  1938,  I  wish  to  draw  special  attention 
to  the  action  which  has  been  taken  in  the  matter  of  Housing 
since  December,  1931,  when  you  first  gave  instructions  for 
a  comprehensive  survey  and  Report  to  be  made  on  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  to  point  out  how  closely  the  estimate  then  made 
has  approximated  with  what  has  since  been  done,  leaving 
still  a  balance  to  be  dealt  with.  The  removal  of  population 
brought  about  by  the  vacating  of  condemned  houses  has  of 
necessity  become  noticeable  to  the  tradespeople  in  the  areas 
concerned,  which  must  take  time  to  readjust  itself ;  but  it  is 
possible  that  this  will  be  assisted  when  the  Council  under¬ 
takes  the  re -development  of  sites  acquired  under  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders,  for  which  reason  it  is  desirable  that  the 
derelict  properties  should  be  demolished  with  as  little  delay 
as  possible.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  provision  of  fresh 
houses  has  not  kept  pace  with  requirements,  but  it  is 
estimated  that  about  150  more  houses  should  complete  the 
present  programme,  and  that  when  that  point  has  been 
reached  no  further  building  of  houses  of  this  class  should  be 
required  for  some  time,  unless  there  should  be  any  marked 
increase  in  population,  which  cannot  at  present  be  foreseen. 
In  this  connection  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  former  days 
when  property  of  the  “  Slum  type  ”  became  vacant,  it 
attracted  unemployed  persons  from  neighbouring  towns  on 
account  of  the  very  low  rents  charged  ;  with  the  disappear¬ 
ance  of  houses  of  that  type  the  cause  for  any  such  “  drift  ” 
has  practically  ceased. 

A  very  successful  Health  Week  Compaign  was  held 
(October  31st  to  November  5th),  during  which  special  atten¬ 
tion  was  drawn  to  the  many  facilities  available  in  the  town 
for  the  betterment  of  the  condition  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  especially  of  Mothers  and  Children ;  a  Booklet  was 
published  setting  out  the  many  services,  copies  of  which  are 
still  available  for  distribution  as  required.  During  the  week 
the  Official  Opening  of  the  new  Refuse  Disposal  Plant  also 
took  place.  It  was  erected  according  to  the  specification  of 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  O.  E.  Graham,,  and 
incorporates  all  the  latest  methods  for  the  sorting,  salving 
and  incineration  of  refuse  substances. 

Though  there  as  been  much  delay  in  building,  the  New 
Isolation  Hospital  should  be  soon  ready  for  occupation.  In 
addition  to  the  Administration  Building,  there  will  be  a 


Cubicle  Block  containing-  io  Cubicles,  and  a  Ward  Block 
containing-  one  Ward  with  6  Beds  and  one  Ward  with  4  Beds. 

Duties  in  connection  with  the  organisation  of  A.R.P. 
Services  have  taken  up  much  time  during  the  year. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  in  conformity  with  the  directions 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  DALE  WOOD. 

Grape  Lane, 

Whitby,  Yorks. 

June,  1939. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area. — The  Area  of  the  District  in  acres  (inclusive  of 
land  covered  by  water)  is  2,793.8  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population : — 

1938  ...  11,500  1937  •••  11,630  1936  ...  11,720 

1935  ...  11,690  1934  ...  11,630 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 

i938  J937  r936  *935  *934 

3>834  3*828  3,817  3,750  3,709 

Number  of  New  Houses  built  in  19,38. — 72. 

Rateable  Value  . . .  £80,938 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate — ^320. 

Social  Conditions  : 

The  town’s  chief  sources  of  prosperity  are: — 

(t)  Catering-  for  Visitors  during  the  .Season,  which  lasts 
from  Whitsuntide  to  the  end  of  September,  and  also 
during  the  shorter  seasons  around  Christmas  and 
Easter. 

(2)  The  Fishing  Industry. 

The  value  of  fish  landed  for  the  past  five  years  has  been  : 


1934  .  £17,875 

193s  . 16,635 

1936  . 1 . .  ,£.18,841 

1937  .  ;£i9>728 

1938  . . . . 1...  ^17*085 


Unemployment,  Whitby  and  District : — 

Total  estimated  “  insured  ”  population, 

3*5o8. 

Total  unemployed  on  December  31st,  1938, 
Men.  Women.  Boys.  Girls. 

777  160  26  64 

Total,  1,027. 

Number  of  Applicants  for  Unemployed  Assistance 

(Means  Test), 

233- 

Maximum  “  Live  Register  ”  during  1938, 
December  12th,  1,036. 


Extract  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year  1938  : — 

M.  F. 

Live  Births  .  83  ...  94 

(Legitimate)  .  81  ...  90 

(Illegitimate)  .  2  ...  4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

Still  Births  . 2  ...  2  . 

(Legitimate)  .  2  ...  1 

(Illegitimate)  .  o  ...  1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . .  22.0 


Total. 
.  177 

•  l7l 
6 

, .  15.3 

4 

o 

I 


Deaths  .  86  ...  70  ...  156 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  . .  13.5 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of 

the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List)  .  None 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: — 

M.  F.  Total. 

Legitimate  .  516 

Illegitimate  .  o  o  o 


Total  . .  5 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births  .  33.8 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births...  35.1 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births..  o. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  28 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  o 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  o 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  .  o 

!938 


For  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  total 


population  : — 

Live  Birth  Rate  .  15. 1 

Death  Rate  (all  causes)  .  1 1 .6 


DEATHS  AT  SPECIFIED  AGES. 


Age  in 

I934- 

I93S- 

1936. 

J937- 

1 

938. 

Years 

M 

F. 

M 

.  F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

.  F. 

Under 

1  ... 

7 

4 

5 

5 

3 

/ 

h* 

/ 

3 

5 

1 

1 

to 

4  ... 

5 

5 

2 

3 

3 

I 

O 

0 

S'* 

J 

0 

5 

to 

14  ... 

7 

4 

6 

5 

0 

O 

I 

1 

I 

2 

to 

24  ... 

2 

6 

0 

2 

2 

I 

O 

0 

5 

4 

25 

to 

44  ••• 

8 

8 

8 

5 

2 

6 

n 

3 

5 

4 

4 

45 

to 

64  ... 

16 

18 

23 

19 

20 

23 

1 7 

24 

L3 

65 

&  over  ... 

47 

5  2 

45 

63 

37 

41 

44 

55 

44 

46 

All 

> 

GTO 

es  ... 

92 

94 

87 

106 

66 

76 

78 

81 

86 

70 

Total  ... 

186 

*93 

14 

2 

J59 

1 

56 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1938. 

according-  to  Registrar  General’s  Classification:  — 


Males. 

Females. 

T’tl. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

0 

O 

O 

2.  Measles  . 

0 

O 

O 

3.  Scarlet  Fever  . 

2 

O 

2 

4.  Whooping  Cough  . 

0 

O 

O 

5.  Diphtheria  . 

2 

O 

O 

w 

6.  Influenza  . 

0 

O 

O 

7.  Encephalitis  Lethargica  . 

0 

O 

O 

8.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . 

0 

O 

O 

9.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

5 

2 

7 

10.  Other  Tubercular  Diseases  . 

1 

0 

1 

11.  Syphilis  . 

12.  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 

0 

0 

0 

Tabes  Dorsalis  . 

1 

I 

2 

13.  Cancer,  malignant  disease  . 

1 1 

l7 

28 

14.  Diabetes  . 

4 

3 

7 

15.  Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

7 

10 

l7 

16.  Heart  Disease  . 

21 

16 

37 

17.  Aneurysm  . 

0 

0 

0 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

6 

4 

10 

19.  Bronchitis  . 

1 

2 

3 

20.  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

4 

4 

8 

21.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . 

0 

0 

0 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  . 

23.  Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2  years  of 

3 

0 

3 

age)  . 

0 

0 

0 

24.  Appendicitis  . 

1 

1 

2 

25.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  . 

0 

0 

0 

26.  Other  diseases  of  Liver,  etc . 

0 

0 

0 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  . 

2 

0 

2 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  . 

1 

0 

1 

29.  Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

0 

0 

0 

30.  Other  Puerperal  Diseases  . 

31.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

0 

0 

0 

Birth,  Malformations,  etc . 

1 

0 

1 

32.  Senility  . 

1 

3 

4 

33.  Suicide  . 

2 

0 

2 

34.  Other  Violence  . 

6 

1 

hr 

/ 

35.  Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

4 

6 

10 

36.  Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  . 

0 

0 

0 

All  Causes  ...  86 


7° 


156 
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SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority,  Medical, 
Nursing,  Sanitary,  etc.,  are  set  out  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

(i)  The  North  Riding  Laboratory,  Scarborough. 
No  change. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  cases  a  motor  ambulance  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  Com¬ 
mittee. 

(2)  For  N on-Infectious  and  Accident  cases  the 

British  Red  Cross  Motor  Ambulance  is  provided 
by  voluntary  subscriptions,  to  which  the  Council 
contributes. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  (Whitby 
Division)  acts  in  conjunction,  with  that  same 
high  state  of  efficiency  as  has  been  their  wont 
for  so  many  years. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General  Nursing  in  the  homes  by  the  Voluntary 

Institution — the  Whitby  District  Nursing  Asso¬ 
ciation — to  which  the  Council  contributes. 

(2)  Infectious  Cases,  only  remain  at  home  in  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances,  in  which  case  the  nursing 
is  paid  for  privately. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

(1)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Grape 
Lane,  Tuesdays,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 


Number  of  Sessions  held  . . ..1...  42 

Number  of  1st  attendances  of  Infants  ......  126 

Number  of  1st  attendances  of  Toddlers  ...  31 

Total  attendances  of  Infants  . . .  1545 

Total  attendances  of  Children  ...1.........  2139 


Total  ...  3684 


Average  attendance  per  Session 


87 


IO 


The  Centre  is  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority.  The  Medical  Officer  and  Health 
Visitor  attend  each  Session  as  well  as  one  of 
the  Midwifery  Nurses.  The  School  Nurse, 
who  is  an  officer  provided  by  the  County 
Council,  also  attends,  and  is  in  charge  of  the 
room  for  “Toddlers.” 

A  Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  under¬ 
takes  various  duties  in  connection  with  the 
Centre,  consisting  of  Clerical  work  and  keep¬ 
ing  of  Records,  a  Thrift  Club,  Tea  Room, 
Clothing  Stall,  and  generally  taking  an  interest 
in  the  mothers  and  children.  They  elect  two. 
of  their  Members  annually  to  sit  on  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the 
Council. 

(2)  The  Ante-Natal  Clinic,  at  Grape  Lane,  Wednes¬ 
days,  2  p.m.  to-  4  p.m. 

The  Municipal  Midwives  attend  weekly,  and 
Medical  Officer  once  a  month  or  oftener. 


Number  of  Sessions  held  ...1 . .  42 

Number  of  Expectant  Mothers  . .  120 

Number  of  Attendances  . . ■ _ 1 _ • _ . .  332 

Hot  Baths  are  available  at  this  Clinic  : 

Number  taken  during  1938  . 36 


(3)  The  Post-Natal  Clinic,  at  Grape  Lane,  is  held 

in  conjunction  with  the  Welfare  Centre, 
Tuesdays,  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Total  attendances  ......  1... . i _ _ _ 1...  89 

(4)  The  School  Clinic,  Grape  Lane, 

Mondays  and  Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  noon. 

Eye  Clinic,  once  a  month. 

Dental  Treatment  Centre, 

on  first  Tuesday  each  month,  as  well  as  upon 
other  arranged  dates. 

This  Clinic  is  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

(5)  The  “  Sunlight  ”  Clinic. 

The  ultra-violet  ray  lamp  is  in  daily  use. 

Number  of  Cases  treated  . . 15 

Number  of  applications  given  . .  851 

(6)  Minor  Ailments  of  children  below  school 
age,  Daily  at  Grape  Lane  at  9.30  a.m. 

Number  of  treatments 


157 


1 1 


(7)  The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  Grape  Lane, 

Thursdays,  2  p.m  to  4  p.m., 
is  attended  by  one  of  the  County  Tuberculosis 
Officers. 

(8)  Treatment  is  also  provided  (by  arrangement)  at : 

Scarborough  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Yorkshire  Cripples’  Hospital,  Kirbymoorside. 
Morris  Grange  Sanatorium. 

Mowbray  Grange  Sanatorium,  Bedale. 
Wensleydale  Sanatorium,  Aysgarth. 

V.D.  Clinic  at  Scarborough  Hospital. 

(e)  Hospitals  :  Public  and  Voluntary. 

The  Whitby  War  Memorial  Cottage  Hospital  is  a 
voluntary  institution  for  the  treament  of  Medical  and 
Surgical  In-Patients.  It  contains  20  beds,  and  there  is  a 
well-equipped  Electrical  Department.  There  is  no  Out- 
Patient  Department.  Plans  for  enlargement  are  still  under 
consideration,  as  well  as  the  provision  of  Maternity  Wards, 
there  being  a  tentative  agreement,  in  principle,  between  the 
Hospital  Committee  and  the  Whitby  Urban  Council,  whereby 
the  Council  shall,  as  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Authority, 
make  provision  of  the  Maternity  Beds. 

The  Whitby  Public  Dispensary,  Church  Street,  is  open 
three  afternoons  a  week  for  the  attendance  and  treatment 
of  necessitous  cases. 

The  Isolation  Hospital,  Stainsacre  Lane,  is  administered 
by  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Whitby  Urban  and  Rural  Dis^ 
trict  Councils.  The  Medical  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  who  is  Medical  Superintendent,  and  the 
Medical  Practitioners  of  Whitby  and  District. 

The  Nursing  Staff  consists  of  Matron  and  three  resident 
nurses ;  additional  temporary  nurses  are  engaged  as  and 
when  required. 

The  daily  average  of  occupied  beds  was  in  : — 

1938.  1937*  !936-  I935*  *934- 

24.1  5.8  4.5  17.4  11. 3 

The  building  of  the  new  Hospital  is  nearing  completion, 
and  will  be  opened  during  1939. 
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WHITBY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

RETURNS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1938. 


Patients. 

Urban 

Rural. 

T’tl. 

Remaining-  31st  Dec.,  1937 — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  8 

...  4 

12 

Admitted,  1938 — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  US8 

22 

...  180 

Diphtheria  . 

.  25 

5 

...  30 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

1 

Observation  Cases  . 

.  2 

2 

...  4 

Discharged  cured,  1938 — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  158 

...  25 

...  183 

Diphtheria  . 

.  21 

5 

26 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

1 

Observation  . 

.  2 

2 

...  4 

Remaining  Dec.  31st,  1938 — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  8 

0 

...  8 

Diphtheria  . 

.  1 

0 

1 

Died  during  1938 — 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  2 

0 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

4 

Average  stay  of  Patients  in  Days 

.  4°-4 

...  47.3  . 

..  41.0 

Daily  average  of  occupied  beds 

.  20.1 

...  3.7  . 

..  24.1 

Number  of  Patient-Days  for  the 

Year  . 

8,821 

SUMMARY  OF  “  PATIENT=DAYS  ”  DURING  1938. 


Month. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

Total 

January  . 

.  294  ••• 

T5o 

...  444 

February  . 

.  752  ••• 

129 

...  881 

March  . 

.  885  ... 

96 

...  981 

April  . 

.  1313  ••• 

5i 

•••  1363 

May  . 

.  1 J33  ••• 

121 

...  1254 

June  . 

.  595  ••• 

155 

...  750 

July  . 

.  465  ••• 

62 

...  527 

August  . 

.  5i3  ••• 

80 

•••  593 

September 

.  39°  ••• 

49 

•••  439 

October  . 

.  45 1  ••• 

76 

...  527 

November  . 

.  35°  ••• 

269 

619 

December  . 

.  308  ... 

J34 

...  442 

7449 

U372 

8821 
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(f)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Two  Municipal  Midwives  are  provided  by  this 
Authority. 

During-  the  year  the  Council’s  Maternity  Nurses 


attended :  — 

As  Midwife  .  71  cases 

As  Maternity  Nurse  .  52  cases 


Total  ...  123  cases 


The  Council  has  made  arrangements  for  the  following 
services  in  connection  with  Maternity  cases:  — 

Operative  Treatment. — Abnormal  obstetric  cases  requir¬ 
ing  operative  treatment  are  received,  under  a  contract,  into 
the  Whitby  Cottage  Hospital. 

During  1938  three  patients  received  such  treatment. 

Obstetric  Consultant. — Dr.  G.  F.  T  ^ongbotham,  of 
Middlesbrough,  is  under  agreement  to  act  in  this  capacity 
when  required.  His  services  were  not  called  upon  during 
!938- 

Patients  in  Unsuitable  Homes  are  received  into  the 
Whitby  Institution,  under  an  arrangement  made  by  this 
Council,  they  are  admitted  there  through  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  the  cost  is  paid  by  the  Council. 

During  1938  no  patient  was  thus  admitted. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Institutional  treatment  is  available 
at  The  Fairhaven  Nursing  Home,  Carr  Hill  Lane,  Sleights. 
There  has  been  no  case  in  1938. 

In  the  event  of  patients  remaining  in  their  own  homes, 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  by  the  Council  with  the 
Whitby  District  Nursing  Association,  whose  nurse  attends 
them  at  home. 

Home  Helps.— Suitable  persons  are  provided  by  the 
Council  to  act  as  Home-Helps  in  approved  and  necessitous 
cases,  these  duties  comprise  purely  domestic  duties  and  do 
not  include  any  nursing. 
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Milk  Meals. — A  free  supply  is  provided  by  the  Council 
in  necessitous  cases  to  Expectant  or  Nursing-  Mothers  and 
to  Infants  or  Children  below  school  age.  During  1938  this 
amounted  to:  — 

For  Expectant  Mothers  .  97  gallons 

For  Nursing  Mothers  .  491  gallons 

For  Infants  and  Children  ...  797  gallons 

Total  ...  1385  gallons 


Dental  Treatment. — At  the  Dental  Clinic,  which  is  held 
once  a  month,  the  following  received  treatment:  — 


Expectant  Mothers  .  49 

Pre-School  Children  .  15 

Extractions  under  general  anaesthetic 

Nitrous  Oxide  Gas  .  21 

Fillings — 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  .  6 

Pre-School  Children  .  2 


Maternal  Mortality. — According  to  the  Registrar- 
General’s  Returns  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  Puerperal 
causes  since  the  year  1930. 

(g)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children. — 

The  Whitby  Social  Welfare  Society  investigates  and  makes 
arrangements  for  such  cases — a  most  valuable  service. 

(h)  Health  Visitors. 

Number  employed,  1.  Up  to  April,  1938,  the  duties  of 
Health  Visitor  were  combined  with  those  of  School  Nurse, 
but,  since  then,  the  work  has  been  divided — a  full-time 
School  Nurse  and  Tuberculosis  Visitor  is  now  provided  by 
the  North  Riding  County  Council ;  the  Health  Visitor  of 
the  Whitby  Urban  Council  now  devotes  her  full  time  to 
Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Duties.  She  also  has 
assistance  from  the  Midwifery  Nurses. 

The  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor  were,  in  1938:  — 


First  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  .  125 

Total  Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  .  633 

First  Visits  to  Children  under  1  year  of  age  . 184 

Total  Visits  to  Children  under  1  year  of  age  .  I239 

Total  Visits  to  Children  between  1  and  5  years  .  1018 

(i)  Child  Life  Protection. 


All  cases  of  Boarded-Out  Children  are  regularly  visited 
by  the  Lady  Visitor,  Mrs.  E.  Frankland,  5,  Marlborough 
Avenue,  Whitby. 


TS 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  provisions  of  the  Aet  by 
advertisement  in  the  local  newspaper. 

Number  of  Persons  on  Register  who  received  Children 


for  reward  at  the  end  of  the  year,  1938  .  2 

Number  of  Children  on  Register:  — 

(1)  At  the  end  of  1938  .  2 

(2)  Who  died  during  the  year  .  o 


(j)  Ort  hops  die  Treatment  is  provided:  at  the  cost  of  the 
Council  at  Scarborough  Orthopaedic  Clinic  and  at  the 
Yorkshire  Cripples’  Plospital,  Kirbymoorside. 

Two  Cases  have  been  in  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Two  Cases  have  attended  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year. 
Public  Mortuary. — Still  no  provision  has  been  made  of 

this. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF 

THE  AREA. 

1.  — (i)  Water. 

The  water  undertaking  is  owned  by  the  Whitby  Water¬ 
works  Company.  A  plentiful  supply  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year. 

The  Report  of  the  Analysts  at  the  end  of  the  year 
states :  — 

“  The  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  examinations 
both  indicate  that  this  sample  is  free  from  any  form  of 
pollution  by  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage,  and  it  is 
of  a  high  order  of  organic  purity  from  the  bacteriological 
point  of  view.  It  is  of  good  and  wholesome  quality 
for  human  consumption.” 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Work  is  in  progress  for  the  sewerage  of  Carr  Hill  Lane 
and  Briggswath,  the  main  sewer  from  which  will  be  carried 
below  the  bed  of  the  River  Esk  to  join  up  with  the  system 
recently  installed  by  the  Rural  District  Council,  and  will  be 
dealt  with  at  the  treatment  works  and  filter  beds  belonging 
to  that  Authority. 

There  have  been  further  extensions  of  sewers  at  the 
Housing  Estate  at  Helredale,  and  the  main  sewer  continued 
to  the  “  Mount  Pleasant  ”  Estate,  into  which  it  is  hoped 
to  connect  the  drains  from  the  new  Isolation  Hospital. 

2.  — Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  has  been  no  Hooding  in  any  part  of  the  town 
during  the  year.  The  dredging  operations  continue,  and, 
in  addition  to  the  deepening  of  the  channel  of  the  river, 
much  of  the  accumulation  of  sludge,  which  had  collected  in 
a  process  of  years,  has  been  removed. 


i6 


A  Jetty  is  in  process  of  construction  at  the  Dock-End, 
which  will  provide  a  place  of  safety  for  small  fishing  craft 
in  rough  weather. 

3. — Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area, 

This  subject  is  dealt  with  at  the  end  of  this  Report  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  in  charge  of  the  Public 
Cleansing  Department. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools, 

(a)  The  Sea  and  River  are  Public  Bathing  Places. 
The  “  Spider’s  Web  ”  Bathing  Pool,  which  was  until 
recently  in  private  ownership,  has  been  acquired  by  the 
Council.  Owing  to  disuse  during  the  year  the  Chlorination 
and  Filtering  Plant  has  become  in  dis-repair,  and  will 
require  renovation  before  the  Pool  can  be  suitable  for  use. 
This  matter  is  receiving  attention. 

(b)  Private.  Other  than  the  above  there  is  no  private 
bathing  place. 

Schools. 

The  North  Riding  County  Council,  which  is  the 
Education  Authority,  has  in  contemplation  the  erection  of 
one  new  Senior  School  and  one  new  Junior  School  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Helredale  Estate.  Sites  have  been 
decided  upon,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  start  will  soon  be 
made  with  the  building.  Accommodation  will  be  provided 
there  for  the  children  who  now  attend  some  of  the  schools 
on  the  East  Side  of  the  River,  which  are  unsuitable,  both 
structurally  and  otherwise,  for  the  purpose. 

Head  Teachers  of  schools  intimate  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  all  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  which  affect 
either  scholars,  teachers  or  home  contacts. 

During  1938  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  following 
schools  for  short  periods  on  account  of  Scarlet  Fever:  — 

Cliff  Street  Council  School  .  in  February 

St.  John’s  C.E.  School  .  in  March 

St.  Hilda’s  R.C.  School  .  in  March 

Mount  Council  School  .  in  October 

Camping  Sites, 

(1)  The  number  of  sites  in  the  Area  used  for 

Camping  purposes  during  1938  .  25 

(2)  The  number  of  Camping  sites  in  respect  of 

which  licenses  have  been  issued  by  the  local 
authority  under  Section  269  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  .  9 

(3)  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers 

resident  in  the  Area  at  one  time  during  the 
summer  season,  1938  .  500 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS, 
AND  WORKPLACES. 


(Including-  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.) 

Number  of 

Written  Occupiers 

Promises.  Inspections.  Notices.  Prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  15  1  — 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  25  —  — 

Total  ...  40  1  — 


DEFECTS  FOUND. 

No.  of  offences 
in  respect  of 
Referred  to  which  Prose- 
Number  of  Defects  II. M.  in-  cutions  were 
Found.  Remedied.  spector.  instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
Overcrowding,  etc.  .. 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
unsuitable  or 
defective  . 


Total  ...  2  2  —  • — 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES, 

SECTION  108. 

Notices. 

Nature  of  Work.  Instances.  Served.  Prosecutions. 

Wearing  Apparel. 

Making,  etc .  2  .  —  ......  — 


2 


Total  ... 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

During-  1938  the  Council  made  10  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  in  respect  of  property  on  the  East  Side  of  Whitby, 


as  follows  : — 

Kiln  Yard  Area  . ..........  15  houses 

New  Way  Ghaut  Area  . . .  4  houses 

Blackburn’s  Yard  No.  2  Area  . .  4  houses 

White  Horse  Yard  Area  . .  2  houses 

Brewster  Lane  Area  .../ . '. .  1 7  houses 

Nettleship  Yard  Area  . .  2  houses 

Blacksmith  Arms  Yard  Area  . - .  8  houses 

Low  Well  and  Turner’s  Yard  Area  .  15  houses 

Almshouse  Close  Area  . . . .  4  houses 

Church  Street  No.  1  Area  ......  1...1... 16  houses 


With  the  exception  of  New  Way  Ghaut  Area,  these  have 
all  been  confirmed,  with  varying  modifications. 

DETAILS  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  ON  INDIVIDUAL 
PROPERTIES  DURING  1938. 


Demo- 

lition 

Address  of 

orders 

Closing 

Under- 

Date 

Dwelling. 

made 

orders 

takings 

of 

Remarks 

made 

accepted 

Order 

8,  Ellerby  Lane  . 

1 

1.2.38 

Closed 

8a,  Grape  Lane  . 

1 

1.2.38 

4,  Tate  Hill . 

1 

1.2.38 

Closed 

15,  Henrietta  Street  . . . 

1 

1.2.38 

Closed 

29,  Church  Street, . 

1 

1,2.38 

Closed 

Station  Cottage  . 

1 

1.3.38 

Dem’lished 

2,  Jackson’s  Yard  . 

1 

5  4.38 

Closed 

25,  Tate  Hill  . 

1 

2.11.38 

26,  Tate  Hill . 

1 

2.11.38 

Closed 

Totals  . 

1 

8 

In  order  to  re-house  a  further  number  of  families  from 
condemned  properties,  96  more  houses  have  been  built  at  the 
Council’s  Housing  Estate,  of  which  there  are: — 

32  .  3  Bedroom  type  houses. 

64  ...1...  2  Bedroom  type  houses. 

On  the  Smlales’  Site  in  Church  Street,  9  Flats  for  the 
use  of  fishermen  and  others  whose  work  requires  that  they 
should  reside  near  the  Harbour,  are  being  erected,  of  which 
there  are : — 

8  .  3  Bedroom  type  cottages. 

1  .  4  Bedroomi  type  cottage. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  at  the  moment  no  more  new  houses 
are  in  prospect.  Plans  had  been  drawn  up  and  had  received 
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sanction  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  build  along  Stains- 
acre  Lane,  but  in  the  meantime  the  site  in  question  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  town  to  be  reserved  in  perpetuity  as  a  recrea¬ 
tion  ground,  the  most  generous  gift  of  Mr.  W.  O.  Turnbull, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  town  has  secured  a  most 
valuable  open  space,  though  for  the  time  being  the  building 
programme  has  been  held  up. 

A  considerable  number  of  houses  will  still  be  required, 
as  is  instanced  by  the  large  number  of  appeals  on  the  part 
of  persons  whose  houses  have  already  been  dealt  with  by 
clearance  or  other  orders,  to  be  accommodated  as  early  as 
possible  in  new  houses. 

Sites  in  the  Green  Lane  area  are  being  considered  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  possibility  is  being  explored  of  erecting  new 
houses,  where  suitable,  on  cleared  areas  which  have  been 
acquired  under  the  various  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  what  has  actually  taken 
place  in  Whitby  in  respect  to  “Slum  Clearance”  since 
December,  1931,  when  I  first  received  the  instructions  of  the 
Council  to  report  upon  Housing  Conditions,  and  to  formulate 


plans  for  their  improvement : — 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  or  under  Com- 
sory  Purchase  Orders,  all  of  which  have 
been  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of 

Health  . . . . . .  232 

Number  of  Persons  involved  in  such 

Houses  . 1...1...1 _ _ _ _  806 

Houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  have  been  made  and  are  operative  52 
Number  of  Persons  involved  in  such 

Houses  ......... 1...  1 . . . 1 .  165 

Number  of  Houses  “Parts  of  Buildings’’ 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  have 
been  made  and  have  become  operative...  44 
Number  of  Persons  involved  in  such 

Dwellings  . . 1. . .  137 

Total  Houses  .  328 

Total  Persons  .  1108 


When  these  figures  are  reviewed  alongside  those 
originally  presented  in  1932,  at  which  time  the  town  was 
divided  into  18  Areas,  containing  450  unfit  houses  recom¬ 
mended  for  Demolition,  it  will  be  appreciated  that  the 
magnitude  of  the  problem  was  not  then  overstated,  as  there 
are  still  further  unfit  houses  as  well  as  those  overcrowded 
to  be  dealt  with. 


20 


HOUSING.— INSPECTIONS. 

1 .  — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . .  228 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  253 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations  1925  and  1932  .  167 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  above 

purpose  ...1 . . 1...1 . . .  203 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  146 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  . . ( _ , .  21 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 

of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  .  14 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  . . . < .  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . o 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  .  no 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  . 1 . 1 .  97 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  . ....... . ..... .  o 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  . . . . .  8 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...... 1 . .  1 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV. — Overcrowding  : — 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of 

year  . . . .  186 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  189 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  891 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  . . . . 1...1...1 . i...  6 

(e)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . 1. ..- . • _ < _ . _  40 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  189 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded 
after  the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps 
for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  . .  nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd¬ 

ing  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 

There  has  been  a  progressive  diminution  of  cases  of 
overcrowding,  brought  about  by  the  removal  of  persons 
from  Clearance  Areas. 
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SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  supply. 

There  are  on  the  Register:  — 

35  Registered  Cowkeepers. 

55  Retailers  of  Milk. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936. 

The  following  licenses  have  been  issued:  — 


Pasteurised  Milk — 

Producer’s  licence  .  1 

Retailers’  licenses  .  4 

Tuberculin  Tested — 


Milk  Producers’  licenses  .  2 

Retailers’  licenses  .  3 

Accredited  Milk — 

Producers’  licenses  .  3 

It  is  with  satisfaction  I  record  that  Pasteurised  Milk  is 
now  obtainable  in  the  town. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  contains  details  of 
inspection  of  these. 

There  are  5  Registered  and  3  Licensed  Slaughter- 
Houses.  In  consequence  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  con¬ 
dition  of  these,  the  Minister  of  Health  has  expressed  his 
approval  for  the  provision  of  a  Public  Abattoir  in  the  town, 
whereas  this  had  previously  been  held  up  awaiting  the 
National  or  Regional  Schemes  for  the  Slaughtering  of 
animals.  The  matter  has  further  become  an  acute  one 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  “  lairs  ”  attached  to  one  of  the 
largest  slaughter-houses  in  the  town  are  included  in  a 
Compulsory  Purchase  Order  in  a  Clearance  Area  which  has 
been  confirmed  bv  the  Minister  of  Health. 

(e)  Adulteration,  etc. 

The  North  Riding  County  Council  is  the  Authority  for 
the  administration  of  the  Act. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food 

is  carried  out  at  the  North  Riding  Laboratory, 
Scarborough. 

(e)  Nutrition. 

Full  instruction  is  given  upon  this  subject  by  the  Medical 
Officer  and  Health  Visitors  at  School  Clinics  and  Welfare 
Centres,  as  well  as  at  visits  to  the  Schools. 

(f)  Shell-fish  (Molluscan). 

There  are  no  beds  or  layings  of  edible  shell-fish,  but 
mussels  used  for  bait  are  being  cultivated  in  the  river  and 
harbour  on  the  initiative  of  the  North-East  Sea  Fisheries 
Committee. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


During-  the  year  there  have  been  a  larg-e  number  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  (158).  The  epidemic  was  at  its  heig-ht  in 
May,  when,  at  one  period,  there  were  59  patients  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

Free  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  given  to 
69  children,  the  Alum  Precipitated  Serum  (single  dose 
injection)  is  used. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 


Disease. 


Total  cases 
notified. 


Cases  admitted  Total 

to  Hospital.  Deaths. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia  . 


Ant.  Polio-Myelitis  . 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 
Ophthalmia-Neonatorum  .. 
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Cancer. 
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NUMBER  OF  DEATHS. 

i938-  J937-  J936-  J935-  x934- 

28  27  22  29  22 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  between  the  local  Authority 
and  the  Scarborough  Hospital  for  the  treatment  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  One  such  case  received  treatment 
during  the  year,  with  satisfactory  result. 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1938. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

PARKS  DEPARTMENT. 

METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1938. 

SUMMARY. 

Rainfall.  Total.  23.82  inches. 

Days  with  .oi  or  more  rain,  158. 

Days  with  .04  or  more  rain,  107. 

Days  with  no  rain,  203. 

Highest  rainfall  per  month,  December,  3.52. 
Lowest  rainfall  per  month,  March,  0.07. 

Highest  rainfall  per  day,  July  15th,  1.07. 

Sunshine.  Total.  1,341.7  hours. 

Highest  total  per  month,  June,  189.6  hours. 
Lowest  total  per  month,  December,  34.5  hours. 
Highest  daily  record,  May  21st,  14.2  hours. 

Maximum  Temperature.  55°  mean  temperature. 

Highest  temperature,  June  18th,  76°. 

Lowest  temperature,  December  20th,  33  °. 

Minimum  Temperature.  43°  mean  temperature. 

Highest  temperature,  July  31st,  62°. 

Lowest  temperature,  December  20th,  270. 

IVOR  L.  DAVIES, 

Parks  Superintendent. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  YEAR  1938 
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AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
OF  WHITBY  DURING  1938. 

TABLE  A. 
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Number  Reported 

o  o  o  o  Defective. 

Number  of  Defects 
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Number  of  vessels  re¬ 

ported  having  or  having 
o  o  o  o  hacj  infectious  Disease 
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Total  Foreign... 
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and  Coastwise  j 
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0 

0 

0 

0 

2.— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 

TABLE  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic.  Nil. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic : 

Principal  Imports.  Timber. 

Principal  Exports.  Nil. 

(c)  Foreign  Ports  from  which  vessels  arrive. 

Finland,  Estonia. 


on  board. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL’S 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
AND  DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

I  beg-  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my  Report  for 
the  year  1938. 

The  various  activities  under  the  Housing  Acts  have 
again  during  the  year  involved  the  department  in  a  consider¬ 
able  amount  of  work,  but  the  results  achieved  are  now 
plainly  visible.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  see  the  steady  change 
which  is  taking  place  in  public  opinion.  Families  who,  a 
few  years  ago,  were  content  to  remain  undisturbed  in  the  old 
properties,  have  now  changed  their  views  and  are  clamouring 
for  new  houses. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Thirty-five  private  house  drains  have  been  reconstructed 
during  the  year  under  the  supervision  of  the  department. 
Closet  Accommodation  and  Privy  Conversion. 


The  closet  accommodation  in  the  district  at  the  present 
time  is  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets  . 4,280 

Dust  Bins  . 2,979 

Dry  Ashpits  . 232 

Privies  with  moveable  receptacles  ...  129 


COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by  a  regular 
staff,  the  vehicles  in  use  being  dustless  loading  freighters. 
Generally  speaking,  in  winter  a  weekly  collection  is  main¬ 
tained,  but  in  certain  parts  of  the  old  town  a  bi-weekly 
collection  is  maintained,  even  in  winter.  During  the  visit¬ 
ing  season,  however,  when  the  population  of  the  town  is 
greatly  increased,  extra  transport  and  staff  are  brought  into 
use,  and  a  bi-weekly  collection  is  maintained  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  town,  with  additional  extra  collections  from 
the  larger  boarding  houses,  hotels,  etc. 

Owing  to  the  commencement  of  the  erection  of  the  new 
disposal  works  on  the  site  of  the  old  works  on  January  1st, 
1938,  the  method  of  disposal  of  house  refuse  during  the 
period  of  erection  of  the  plant  was  by  controlled  tipping. 
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The  site  selected  for  the  tip  was  a  low-lying-  field  on  the 
Hospital  Farm,  Stainsacre  Lane.  Tipping  continued  on 
controlled  lines  until  August  15th,  when  the  new  mechanical 
plant  was  put  into  operation,  since  which  date  all  refuse  has 
been  dealt  with  at  the  disposal  works. 

The  plant  was  officially  opened  by  Councillor  H.  Paylor, 
Chairman  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee,  in  the 
presence  of  Members  and  Officials  from  neighbouring  towns 
and  the  representatives  of  the  makers,  Messrs.  Heenan  and 
Froude,  Ltd.  The  plant,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  giving  every 
satisfaction. 

All  screenings  are  disposed  of  to>  farmers  for  working 
into  the  heavy  land,  which  is  general  in  this  district.  The 
burnable  cinders  now  recovered  from  the  refuse  are  also 
disposed  of,  but  in  this  case  to  horticulturists  for  use  in  the 
heating  of  greenhouses. 

The  sales  of  salved  materials  cover  a  period  of  seven-and- 
a-half  months  only,  since  the  plant  was  put  into  operation, 


and  are  as  follows : — 

£  s.  d. 

Screenings  . 93  2  6 

Clinkers  ...< .  9  10  o 

Bottles  .  15  16  1 

Rags  . ...1 . .  12  6  10 

Bones  .  3  10  6 

Cinders  . 1. . .  33  19  3 

Cullet  glass  .  10  4  9 

Metal  . 7  11  11 

Jars  .  17  9  10 

Sundries  .  o  3  10 

Hire  of  wagon  . 15  9  6 


£2*9  5  0 


These  sales  do  not  represent  the  whole  of  the  materials 
salved  since  the  plant  was  opened,  there  being  in  stock  at 
the  end  of  the  financial  year  materials  to  the  value  of 
£61  9s.  id. 

The  Council  have  not  undertaken  the  collection  of 
Trade  Refuse,  but  tradesmen  are  encouraged  and  do  deliver 
trade  refuse  to  the  disposal  works,  where  it  is  destroyed  free 
of  charge. 
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DETAILS  OF  COLLECTION  OF  HOUSEHOLD 
REFUSE  DURING  THE  PRESENT  YEAR. 


Loads  delivered  at  Controlled  Tip:  — 

Month.  Town  Refuse. 

April  .  161^ 

May  .  155 

June  .  205 

July  .  209 

August  (to  15th)  .  163 


Totals  .  893I 


Trade  Refuse. 
61 
63 

.  88 
76 
•  48 


336 


Loads  delivered  at  Disposal  Works:  — 


Month.  Town  Refuse. 

August  (from  15th)  ..  n6| 

September  .  2°7\ 

Oetober  .  155 

November  .  193^ 

December  .  145! 

January  .  157J  ... 

February  .  149I 

March  .  197 


Trade  Refuse. 

39 

84 

72 

70 

53 

62 

66 

91 


Totals  .  1322  539 


From  the  above  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  in  all 
2,215^  loads  of  house  refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of 
during  the  year. 

For  the  purpose  of  costing,  Trade  Refuse  is  calculated 
on  a  basis  of  8  cwts  per  load.  350  tons  of  trade  refuse 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  AND 
SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

The  details  which  follow  relate  to  the  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions,  routine  work,  and  activities  under  the  Housing-  and 
Public  Health  Acts,  carried  out  by  the  Staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department : — 

Table  1. 

Visits  and  Inspections. 

Factories  and  Workshops  . .  15 

Workshops  other  than  outworkers’  premises  .  14 

Slaughter-houses  . . . . i . . 1107 

Butchers’  Shops  . . 270 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  . 1 .  60 

Bakehouses  . 21 

Visits  to  Properties  under  notice  . .  347 

Visits  to  Works  in  progress  ...< .  463 

Visits  to  Markets,  Fish  and  Fruit  Shops  .  178 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers’  Premises  .  18 

Complaints  Investigated  .  71 

Owners  or  Agents  interviewed  in  lieu  of  notice  .  117 

Miscellaneous  Visits  and  Inspections  .  372 

Verminous  Houses  Disinfested  .  9 

Verminous  Houses  Inspected  .  42 

Schools  Inspected  .  1 

Schoolrooms  Disinfected  (Infectious  Disease)  .  43 

Rooms  Disinfected  (Infectious  Disease)  .  120 

Zymotic  Particulars  obtained  .  152 

Drains  Tested  .  76 

Camping  Grounds  Visited  and  Inspected  .  26 

Smoke  Nuisances  Investigated  .  6 

Council  Houses  Inspected  .  16 

Inspections  for  contravention  of  Overcrowding 

Provisions  of  Housing  Act,  1936  .  7 

Houses  Measured  Under  Housing  Act.  O/C  .  30 

Visits  Necessary  for  the  above  .  35 

Houses  Inspected  for  Defects  .  228 

Visits  Necessary  for  the  above  .  253 

Visits  to  Houses  in  proposed  Clearance  Areas  .  551 

Notices  Served  by  Registered  Post  .  350 

Notices  re  Return  of  Ownership  .  37 

Visits  to  Properties  where  undertakings  have  been 

accepted  .  24 

Houses  Visited  re  Re-housing  of  Tenants  .  5 
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Table  2. 

Work  carried  out  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts. 

Ashbins  Provided  .  43 

Closet  Accommodation  Provided  .  6 

Privies  Converted  .  4 

Ashpits  and  Closets  Reconstructed  .  3 

Water  Closets  Repaired  .  1 

Privy  Tins  Provided  .  4 

Accumulations  Removed  .  1 

Piggeries  Cleansed  .  3 

Ashpits  Demolished  .  3 

Stable  Used  as  Dwelling — discontinued  .  1 

Drainage. 

Nusiance  from  Want  of  Drains  .  1 

Choked  Drains  Cleansed  .  21 

Drains  Reconstructed  .  35 

Ventilation  Provided  to  Drains  .  5 

Drains  Requiring  Connecting  with  Main  Sewer  .  11 

Drains  Found  to  be  Not  Efficiently  Trapped  .  50 

Nuisances  from  Water  in  Cellar  .  2 

Defective  Cellar  Drains  Repaired  .  1 

Houses. 

Fireplaces  Repaired  or  Renewed  .  4 

Floors  Repaired  or  Renewed  .  2 

Plasterwork  Repaired  .  2 

Sinks  Provided  .  3 

Waste  Pipes  Repaired  .  1 

Windows  Repaired  .  6 

Defective  House  Stairs  Repaired  or  Renewed  .  8 

Houses  Requiring  Ventilation  . .  5 

Houses  Requiring  Additional  Light  .  1 

Nuisances  from  Smoke  Abated  .  2 

Doors  and  Fasteners  Repaired  or  Renewed  .  1 

Houses  Treated  for  Dampness  .  2 

Houses  Provided  with  Washhouse  Accommodation  .  1 

Washhouse  Floors  Repaired  .  1 

Houses  with  Closed-in  Bed  Places  Abolished  .  2 

Sink  Pipes  Disconnected  .  30 

Soilpipes  Repaired  .  4 

Wash  Basins  Provided  .  1 

Food  Stores  Provided  .  1 

Water  Supply  Provided  Inside  House  .  1 

New  Windows  Provided  .  5 
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Ceiling  Repaired  .  2 

Defective  Eavespouts  Repaired  .  2 

Rain  Water  Pipes  Disconnected  .  3 

Defective  Roofs  Made  Sound  .  1 

Defective  House  Walls  Repaired  .  1 

Yards  Paved  .  1 


Dairies  aind  Cowsheds. 


New  Dairies  Provided  .  2 

Cowsheds  Limewashed  .  35 

Cowsheds  Requiring  Draining  .  4 

Cowsheds  Requiring  Lighting  .  4 

Cowsheds  Requiring  Paving  .  4 

Cowsheds  Requiring  Ventilation  .  2 

Dairies  Provided  With  Sterilisation  Plant  .  3 

Dairies  Provided  With  Drains  .  2 

Dairies  Provided  With  Water  Supply  .  1 

Cowsheds  Provided  With  Water  Supply  .  1 

Slaughterhouses. 

Slaughter-houses  Limewashed  .  4 

Workshops. 

Ventilated  Intervening  Space  Provided  .  2 


Street  Cleansing. 

The  streets  and  footpaths  of  the  town  are  cleansed  daily 
by  a  regular  staff  of  sweepers  working  on  the  beat  system. 
Gullys  are  also  cleansed  by  the  sweepers.  Street 
“orderlies”  have  practically  replaced  the  old-fashioned 
barrow. 

An  average  week  of  47  hours  is  now  worked  by  the 
staff,  the  hours  of  work  being  varied  according  to  the  season. 
During  the  winter  six  months  a  44-hour  week  is  worked, 
and  during  the  summer  six  months  a  50-hour  week  is 
worked. 

Snow  Clearance. 

The  removal  of  snow  from  the  streets  and  footpaths  is 
a  question  which  presents  great  difficulties  in  all  towns.  We 
do,  however,  do  our  utmost  to  take  reasonable  precautions 
to  prevent  accidents  by  the  liberal  use  of  sand  and  salt. 
Complaints  are  frequent  when  snow  is  about,  but  the  public 
should  realise  that  with  limited  staffs  it  is  impossible  to  give 
attention  to  all  parts  of  the  town  at  one  time. 
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Public  Lavatories. 

There  are  six  Public  Conveniences  in  the  district  giving- 
accommodation  for  both  sexes,  one  with  accommodation  for 
males  only,  and  a  new  lavatory  nearing  completion  on  the 
New  Quay.  This  latter  building  will  provide  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  both  sexes,  and  includes  a  department  for  the 
reception  of  parcels  and  left-luggage. 

Camping  Grounds. 

Inspections  have  been  made  and  licences  issued  in 
respect  of  nine  camping  sites.  Two  licences  have  also*  been 
issued  to  erect  or  station  a  moveable  dwelling. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

(1)  a.  No  Council  House  has  been  found  to  be  infested  with 

bugs  during  the  year. 

b.  Forty-two  other  houses  in  the  town  were  found  to  be 
so  infested,  and  of  these  nine  have  been  disinfested 
by  the  staff  of  the  Department.  The  remainder  are 
situated  in  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  confirmed 
during  the  year,  the  tenants  not  yet  having  been 
re-housed. 

(2)  The  disinfestation  was  by  spraying  with  “Zaldecide,” 

followed  immediately  by  sulphur  fumigation. 

(3)  Where  bug  infestation  is  found  in  houses  of  which 

the  tenants  are  to  be  housed  in  Council  houses,  the 
whole  of  the  contents  of  the  house  are  disinfested 
before  the  removal  takes  place  ;  the  method  of  dis¬ 
infestation  in  these  cases  being  the  application  of 
of  Hydrogen  Cyanide  Gas.  This  work  is  carried 
out  by  contract. 

Shops  Act,  1934. 

No  Certificates  of  Exemption  from  the  provisions  of 
Section  10  (2)  as  to  sanitary  conveniences  have  been  issued 
during  the  year. 

Bakehouses. 

The  fifteen  bakehouses  in  the  town  have  been  visited 
at  intervals  and  have  been  found  clean  and  well  kept. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Although  there  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  district, 
visits  are  paid  to  ensure  that  satisfactory  conditions  are 
maintained  where  it  is  prepared. 

After  October  1st  next,  all  premises  used  for  the  manu¬ 
facture  or  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale,  will  have 
to  be  registered  with  the  Local  Authority  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  Cow- 
keepers  and  Retailers  in  the  area  during-  the  last  year,  there 
being  35  Registered  Cowkeepers  and  55  Retailers.  The 
demands  of  the  town  are  such  that  a  large  proportion  of 
its  milk  supply  has  to  be  brought  in  from  the  surrounding 
Rural  District. 

INSPECTION  OF  CATTLE  AND  DAIRIES. 

Inspections  are  made  of  all  the  cowsheds  in  the  district, 
conditions  generally  being  found  satisfactory.  Several 
cowsheds  have  been  reconditioned  under  the  supervision  of 
the  department  during  the  year,  and  an  all-round  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  standard  is  gradually  taking  place. 

The  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  periodically  make  clinical  examinations  of  the 
milch  cattle. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  inspection  of  the  town’s  food  supply  takes  up  a 
considerable  amount  of  my  time,  the  work  is  most  difficult 
to  administer  on  account  of  the  slaughter-houses  being 
situate  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  to  slaughtering 
taking  place  at  different  times.  To  carry  out  the  work 
properly  inspections  should  take  place  whilst  slaughtering 
is  in  progress,  when  all  organs  are  present  for  inspection, 
and  abnormalities  can  be  readily  seen.  It  is  utterly 
impossible,  under  present  conditions,  to  carry  out  inspection 
work  satisfactorily,  but  I  am  pleased  to  say,  however,  that 
there  is  every  likelihood  in  the  near  future  of  the  town 
possessing  a  Public  Slaughter-house,  where  all  slaughtering 
will  take  place. 

The  chief  diseases  found  in  animals  slaughtered  for 
food  were  Tuberculosis,  inflammatory  conditions,  cirrhosis 
of  the  organs  (a  common  disease),  abscesses,  cystic  and 
parasitic  diseases.  In  one  or  two  cases  condemnations  were 
made  where  animals  had  become  asphyxiated. 

It  is  not  possible  under  present  conditions  to  keep  an 
exact  record  of  the  number  of  animals  killed  for  food,  but 
I  do  not  think  the  following  estimate  of  slaughters  is  far 
from  being  correct: — 1,100  beasts,  160  calves,  4,000  sheep, 
and  2,700  pigs.  The  number  of  cows  slaughtered  in  the 
town,  compared  with  bullocks  and  heifers,  is  not  more  than 
one  per  cent. 
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The  entire  carcases  of  one  beast,  three  calves,  two 
pigs  and  two  sheep,  together  with  six  forequarters  of  beef 
were  condemned  during  the  year,  also  parts  of  carcases  and 
offal,  including  viscera  generally  from  other  carcases.  The 
following  summary  gives  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  during  the  year: — - 


Beef  . 

Veal  . 

Pork  . 

Mutton  . 

Offal  (including  plucks,  livers,  kidney,  etc.) 


1819  lbs. 
182  lbs. 
399  lbs. 

92  lbs. 
1161  lbs. 


Total  weight  condemned  .  3,653  lbs. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  tins  of  ham,  tongue,  corned 
beef,  & c.,  have  been  condemned,  the  total  weights  being 
1 10  lbs. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  now  no  offensive  trades  being  carried  on  in 
Whitby,  the  premises  previously  in  use  at  Spital  Bridge 
having  been  demolished  to  make  more  room  for  the  new 
Refuse  Disposal  Works. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Thirty-eight  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  issued  during 
the  year,  at  a  fee  of  one  shilling  in  each  case. 

THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS,  Etc. 

The  Spa  Ballroom  and  Pavilion,  and  the  Empire, 
Coliseum  and  Waterloo  Cinemas  are  the  four  major  places- 
of  entertainment  in  the  town.  The  sanitary  accommodation 
in  each  case  is  satisfactory,  and  they  are  well  maintained. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

Poison  baits  have  been  laid  by  Council  workmen  in  alt 
known  infested  places,  as  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past. 
During  National  Rat  Week,  special  efforts  were  made  to 
give  publicity  to  the  damage  and  danger  which  these  vermin 
may  cause,  bills  being  posted  throughout  the  town  and  slides- 
shown  at  the  local  Cinemas. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  GRAHAM, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


